THE THIN RED LINE

Yet the student of affairs who ponders these things will not
forget that in 1914 and 1939 alike Canada came instantly into
two great European wars, by the almost unanimous will of her
people, whereas the United States entered the first world war
reluctantly after three years of hesitation, and was pushed into
the second by the unprovoked attack of Japan; and he will won-
der whether a view of Canada's peacetime behaviour may not
likewise be too superficial to-day. Canada remains a member of
the British Commonwealth of Nations, as conscious as any fellow-
member, in her people's hearts, of the inevitability of Common-
wealth destiny and the dangers of Commonwealth weakness. She
is very distinctly in the picture of British Commonwealth defence.

CO-OPERATIVE WEAKNESS

Despite the growing realization by the Dominions of their
mutual defensive responsibilities, the actual mechanism for con-
ducting that mutual defence of the British Commonwealth is even
weaker than it was. The Committee of Imperial Defence, which
was open for the attendance of Dominion Ministers or Service
representatives when matters specially concerning them were under
discussion, has been abolished. Lord Hankey has testified to the
valuable use made of the Committee, between the two wars, for
discussions with Dominion representatives; moreover, certain of
the Dominions found it very useful to appoint liaison officers to
sub-committees of the C.I.D., where they became intimate with
the problems and conduct of imperial defence and could put the
views of their Governments at the moment when policy was being
formulated by experts. To-day, the mechanism of Commonwealth
co-operation in defence has become merged in the general system
of interchange of information and discussion through High Com-
missioners' offices and departmental liaison.

This is right in a way; for purely military collaboration would
be of little value, and might even be dangerous, if there were not
political understanding and agreement to back it up, as well as
necessary co-operation in ancillary matters like munitions supply,
merchant shipping, and so on. But defence collaboration now
suffers all the imperfections of the general system of Common-
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